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Reviews Craig E. Colten and Geoffrey L. Buckley (Eds), North American Odyssey: Historical Geographies for the Twenty-First Century. Lanham, MD, Rowman & Littleﬁeld, 2014, 460 pages, US$59 paperback. Alexis de Tocqueville came to America to reﬂect on and write about the political future. Democracy was in the European air, but was particularly forward in America; were one to consider the nature of democratic societies understood as the likely political and cultural shape of the future, America seemed the most promising place to do so. And so de Tocqueville wrote about America and, indirectly, about the world that America foretold. Were de Tocqueville’s fascination with America rendered more geographically, it would be said that America offered a space in which the modernizing European imagination, and its institutional and technological accouterments, encountered relatively untrammeled opportunity. There was no long, inhibiting European past, Indigenous peoples tended to be killed off or moved out of the way, and America came to present a vast and accessible tabula rasa on which elements of the modernizing world could be written with particular clarity. The emerging arrangement across the land of people, societies, and economies, and their inter-relationships with natural environments are not marginal curiosities. They have been as much at the heart of America and are as portentous for the future as the ﬂedgling democratic society that de Tocqueville studied so well. In this light, my basic reaction to this collection of twenty-two historical geographical essays is that few of the authors have quite seized the opportunity at hand. For the most part, the level of scholarship and the quality of thought do not match the importance of the task. But there are exceptions, and if one picks and choses there is an analytical framework within which much of the historical geography of America can be elaborated. The collection starts with a good chapter by Michael Myers and William Doolittle on the massive pre-Columbian environmental transformations wrought by indigenous peoples. Theirs was not a timeless idyll of simple societies living felicitously with nature; rather, through much of North America, large human populations massively altered bio-physical environments. Myers and Doolittle summarize a good deal of the evidence for this revised understanding of pre-Columbian North America. The following chapter, North America’s colonial roots to 1867 (Canadian confederation) has far too much work to do. Its author, Jeffrey Smith, is primarily a student of the American southwest, Central America, and the Caribbean. He does not know the literature on the colonial American seaboard and on early Canada, and should not have written this piece. But he has, and as a result many crucial processes emerging during the ﬁrst three hundred years of European involvement with North America, and underlying most subsequent developments there, are not addressed: disease and depopulation in Indigenous societies, territorial acquisitions and indigenous displacements and the power complexes behind them, the nature of social and cultural change as immigrants quit an age-old and densely populated



Europe and inserted themselves in depopulated lands without European pasts, the emerging regional pattern of cultures and economies. This is a tall order, far too tall for one chapter, but were only one allocated, it had to be informed, robust, and argumentative. Otherwise the ﬁrst three hundred years of European involvement in North America are hardly in sight and subsequent developments seem to hang in the air. Some later chapters dip into these early centuries, but for the most part this collection jumps from the pre-Colombian into the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. There, its organization is largely process oriented and thematic rather than regional or chronological. Some chapters are relatively focused e Joshua Inwood’s vivid discussion of Black migration from a racist South to a racist North and back again, Joan Schwartz’s exploration of the role of early photography in shaping images of land and society. Others are broad chronological and spatial surveys of land policies, transportation systems, environmental transformations, and shifting geographies of race and gender. These are useful surveys of crucial matters. The land policies that dispossessed Indigenous peoples (Steven Silvern), and those that opened land to settlers (Timothy Anderson) are the immediate background of the historical geography of much of modern North America. Land and water transportation systems (Karl Raitz) allowed newcomers to occupy a continent and largely conﬁgured their patterns of settlement. Transformed waterways (Craig Colton) provided new routes of transportation, ﬂood protection, irrigation water, and hydro power. All these developments underlay huge environmental transformations as, among other effects, forests were cleared and mines left their residues of damaged landscapes (Geoffrey Buckley). With the qualiﬁed exceptions of those by Silvern and Buckley, all these surveys are written within a taken-for-granted ideology of progress. Karl Raitz begins a solid account of transportation change with Secretary of the Treasury Albert Gallatin’s enthusiastic report to Congress in 1807 about the capacity of new transportation infrastructure to ‘shorten distances, facilitate commercial and personal intercourse, and unite…the most remote quarters of the United States’ (p. 117); and concludes his account by, in effect, reafﬁrming these views. Craig Colton argues that the massive reworking of waterways described in his chapter has not so much destroyed nature as transformed portions of it. Nature, he afﬁrms, persists within the organic machine. But was a developing transportation infrastructure an unalloyed good, and is nature where we want it when encased in a machine? Richard White argues in Railroaded (New York, 2011) that excessive railway construction in the trans-Mississippi West entailed serious social and environmental consequences. What, one might ask, is the relationship between increasing mobility and the environmental damage that Buckley describes? What, at another scale e if America is the shape of the world to come e are the environmental consequences of exporting Gallatin’s views to much of the world? Are we now seeing those consequences?
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And while nature certainly survives in the organic machine, how much of it do we want there? To what extent have we been producing a society that is an organic machine, and is this, too, one of our contributions to the world? In short, there are other ways of looking at these matters e and, through them, at fundamental current issues. The chapters on race (Derek Alderman and Arnold Modlin) and gender (Mona Domosh) are on another track, and would not have been in a collection like this a short generation ago. They reﬂect an engagement with critical social theory, treat the social construction of physical differences, and are welcome in a ﬁeld overwhelmingly dominated by white men e a vantage point that tends to decenter both race and gender. Not only, they argue, are spaces and landscapes racialized and gendered, they promote and institutionalize the attitudes and values embedded in them. Although many examples are offered, these chapters are not so much commentaries on work accomplished as timely calls to arms. By a good margin, the four chapters in the ﬁnal section, urbanizing the land, are the most consistently rigorous in the book. The section begins with a ﬁne summary (by Michael Conzen) of the continent’s evolving urban system and of the changing internal structure of its cities. Conzen offers a mature, much-considered, and altogether useful synthesis, an outcome of a good part of a scholarly life. There follow two chapters on urban planning and city form, one (by Edward Muller) on urban planning to 1950, the other (by Jasper Rubin) on the years since. These are excellent critical essays that contextualize planning institutionally and intellectually, and assess the planners’ impact for better or worse on the cities they sought to shape. Overall, they depict a planning profession that negotiated a twisted path between widely accepted rights of capital and private property, and concerns to regulate for the public good; and also between large modernist schemes that emphasized physical form, and a post-modern emphasis on locality, texture, and the quality of urban life. Currently, Rubin argues, neoliberalism distracts planning from issues of equity and justice. These issues are the focus of the book’s ﬁnal chapter (by Christopher Boone). Boone points out that cities have long evinced extremes of wealth and poverty, power and helplessness, and that these disparities raise basic issues of justice. Drawing somewhat on John Rawls theory of distributive justice, he provides a thoughtful inventory of urban socio-spatial inequalities, considers urban environmental justice, and holds in conclusion that urban sustainability is a prerequisite for a healthy global environment. Good as are some of its parts, in sum this is an uneven and, overall, a cautious collection that has not quite seized the opportunity at hand. Its best chapters are far better than the whole. But used selectively and supplemented by other readings, it could well serve as a text. It does not usefully come to grips with Canada, but it does offer useful summaries of important components of the historical geography of the United States. It also reveals a group of vigorous American historical geographers turning with considerable energy in various, loosely-related directions that could, in powerful hands, provide grist for a fresh and powerful synthesis of the historical geography of the United States. Cole Harris University of British Columbia, Canada http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jhg.2015.01.009
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Jennifer Bonnell and Marcel Fortin (Eds), Historical GIS Research in Canada. Calgary, University of Calgary Press, 2014. 344 pages, US$49.95 paperback. Bonnell and Fortin's combined expertise in history, historical geography, GIS, librarianship and information science informs their editorship of this welcome volume. Historical GIS Research in Canada is the second in the University of Calgary's series on Canadian History and the Environment. Thus, the majority of the 13 essays have an environmental theme. The genesis of the volume lay in the editors' work on the Don Valley Historical Mapping Project, a publicly accessible database of geospatial information about ‘Canada's most urbanized watershed’ (p. ix). Their positive experiences of collaboration and interdisciplinarity, explained in their own articulate paper, led directly to this volume. Thus, ‘the book is both a collection of case studies, and a reﬂection on the process and practice of doing historical GIS’ (p. ix). Furthermore, this volume is relevant for a wide range of audiences including students and, as François Dufaux and Sherry Olson point out, ‘the curious citizen, the adventurous amateur, or the advanced scholar’ (p. 153). The challenge, as Ian Gregory and Paul Ells point out so clearly in Historical GIS (Cambridge, 2007), is that GIS applications can provide valuable approaches to historical scholarship e as long as there are meaningful research questions of a geographical nature. Overall, these essays address a valuable array of spatial research questions and themes, including those concerning ethnicity and race, migration, waterways, religion, forests, land practices e including those of First Nations e urban neighbourhoods, salt marshes, energy sources and fuel use. The array of contexts, scales and methodologies aligns with applications ranging from ArcGIS to Google Earth and Google Maps. Sources and uses of electric power are engagingly analysed for much of Canada, by R.W. Sandwell. This essay not only uncovers and maps the ‘great fuel transformation’ from the 1930s to 1950s, it makes clear that ‘thinking in spatial terms’ about the production, transmission and consumption of electricity contributes new knowledge to social history (p. 239). Colleen Beard, Daniel Macfarlane and Jim Clifford describe two projects that explore local landscape changes through time due to the multiple Welland Canals. In addition, they study the St Lawrence Seaway and Power Project using Google Earth. The St Lawrence is also the locus of Matthew Hatvany's study of salt marsh evolution. This sophisticated project e using ﬁeld observations along with archival work, including aerial photographs e analyses environmental changes since 1781. Joshua MacFadyen and William Glen further illustrate the pairing of GIS with historical and contemporary aerial photography in an essay that fruitfully questions earlier ﬁndings and assumptions concerning deforestation ﬁgures for Prince Edward Island in the Canadian Census of Agriculture. With similar success, Joanna Dean and Jon Pasher also use aerial photographs to study trees, in their case Ottawa's urban forest throughout most of the twentieth century. Stephen Bocking and Barbara Znamirowski demonstrate the value of georeferencing historical maps in their development of an online atlas with the goals of presenting environmental history of South-Central Ontario in an intuitive format and as a ‘point of departure for further study’ (p. 91). They employ Google Maps to analyse and visualize industrial and environmental information gleaned from topographical maps and numerous archival sources including ﬁre insurance maps, county atlases and more. Multiple sources are similarly employed by Dufaux and Olson, whose scholarship draws on building-level data within an HGIS
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